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AUSTIN CLEAN WATER PROGRAM

Don't be a Turkey
by Pouring Grease Down the Drain!
Grease Clogs Austin’s Sewer System!

Many of Austin's sewage overflows are caused by grease
blockage. The Environmental Protection Agency has
ordersd Austin to eliminate sewage overflows caused by
E:rv-a:# and aging sewer lines or face thnu ands c-]' d- lars

mi:rla-"ir:a aging sewer I]’.m:&a a.l] el n

If you fry your turkey this Thanksgiving, you can help
crecks vards and homes from. sewage over
sroperly lp-p-mmg of the grease

MEVER pour greass down sink drains or into toillels. Dis posa of
colad and solidifisd fied twrksy greass by combining it with
hitty litlar and dowbls bagging it for yourga rhage collacion
Larges amounts of cooldng ol cango to o greasa recyclar listad
in the Yallow Pages .

Fut graasy food scraps in s sasled cortainaror baga nd placs in
the garbags cart.

Faca a bashatfstminar in sink drains W0 pravent greasy Tood
scraps Troem going i vio tha garbags disposal. Em pty contants of
tha bashal/sirainar into a saaled comtainsr or bag bafom plac
ing in ths garbags cart.

The Austin Clean Waker Frogram is sporcored by
Hae City of Austin Wenter cond Wisstewater 178k
To report sewer overflows, call 972- 1000

To contact ACWE call 6843204 or
e-mail lisa rhodes@eiaustin teas,
WL Claustin, ta. usf acw '
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Robert J. Huston, Chairman

B. B, “Ralph" Marquez, Commissivner
Kathleen Hartnett White, Commissioner
Jeffrey A Saitas, Executive Director

TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Frotecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pullution

July 5, 2002

Rajendra P. Bhattarai, P.E., DEE
City of Austin

Water and Wastewater Unlity
625 E. 10th. St., Ste. 300

Austin, Texas 78701

Re: Proposed Sanitary Sewer Overflow Reporting Protocol,
Dear Mr. Bhattarai:

The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) Austin Region Office has reviewed the
City of Austin's proposal for reporting minor sanitary sewcr overflows, The described protocol 1s acceptable
for overflow reporting provided the following smendments are made.

Item2, Wastewater discharges that do not contact water in the state and are contained and cleaned properly,
would not require notification to this office. For instance, 3 wastewater discharge contained in 2
street, 1ift station site, or on other property where run off will not threaten public health. safety. or
a waterway may nol require specific notification. Wasiewater discharge to a storin sewer will
require reporting if a drainage feature such us a intermitrent creek, dry cveck. or a ditel that s
the potential to flow into a waterway iy impacled,

Item 4. The City of Austin will maintain records of all sanitary sewer overflows for a period of 3 years from
the event and the records will be available for review upon request.

The TNRCC appreciates your assistance in this matter and your compliance efforts to ensure protection of
the State's environment. If you or members of your staff have any questions regarding these matters, please
feel free to contact mc in the Austin Region Office at (512) 339-2929.

Sincercly,

' %n’!ct Kech

Regional Diféctor
Austin Region Office

PMR/hej

AUSTIN CLEAN WATER PROGRAM
OVERFLOW REPORTING PROTOCOL

Sanilary Sewer Overflows (S50s) are u difficult problem [or all Wasiewater Urilities.
The City of Austin has embarked on a major Progrum to climinate 550s from its
collection syslem through construction of mew fucilivies, rchabilitetion of cxisting
fucilitics and enhanced maintenance.

The City of Austin is interestcd in clarifying the prolocor for reporting 580s. The
languege contained within the TPDES permit, which regulates SSOs, says:

“There shall be no wnauthorized discharge of wasiewaier or any orher waste. For the
purpose of this permit, an unauthorized discharge is considered ro be uny discharge of
wastewdier into or adjacent (o waters in the state ul any Iocation not permitted as an
outfall or otherwise defined in the Other Requirements seciion af this permit. "

The Texas Water Code defines “water in tho-state" oS!

"means groundwater, percolating or otherwise, lakes, boavs. ponds, impounding
reservairs, Springs, rivers, sireams, creeks, estuaries, marshes. inlets, canals, the Gulf of
Mexico inside the tervitorial limirts of the state, end «ll other bodies of surface water,
natural or artificial, inland or caastal, fresh or salt, wavigable or nonnavigable, and
including the bedy and hanks of all watercourses and bodies of surface water, that are
wholly or partially inside or hordering the stale or inside the jurisdiciion of the stare

We would like lo propose the following sanitary scwer overflow reporting protocol,
consistent with the above regulations.

. Any wastewater spill or discharge which contacts “water in the statc™ would be
reported, regurdless of size of spill or duration,
Wastewater discharges that do not conlact water in the stale, are contained and
cleaned up properly would net be repurted. For instance u wastewater spill
contained in a street, ., lift stalion site or other property, that was
cleuned up properly, would not be reporied.
The requircrnents of SUBCHAPTER C: PUBLIC NOTICE CF SPILLS OR
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES FROM WASTEWATER FACILITIES OWNED
OR OPERATED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS (319.301-319.303) would be
unchanged.

Adopting the above-descrihed protocol will provide continucd reporling for those
sanitary sewer vverllows that are of significance te TNRCC, while aveiding reporting for
minor spills that are properly attended to.
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_ Figure 2
Austin Clean Water Program
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Flow Meter Schematic Flow Diagram
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